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If someone had properly identified
these symptoms as warning signs, per-
haps this tragedy could have been
avoided.

I could go on and highlight tragedies
from just the past several years from
all over the country. Post-incident in-
vestigations show that all of these vio-
lent actors often suffer from variations
of mental health concerns, including
depression, anxiety, delusions, para-
noia, bipolar disorder, suicidal and
homicidal thoughts, and adherence to
bizarre conspiracy theories. Many of
those who are closest to these
attackers were aware of their condi-
tions, and some even expressed concern
about their propensity for violence
ahead of their times of killing.

The EAGLES Act of 2021 is a bipar-
tisan, commonsense piece of legisla-
tion. This bill carries the namesake of
the Parkland, FL, Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School mascot—the Ea-
gles, that is—and it is a tribute to the
17 Eagles who tragically lost their lives
3 years ago at the hands of a former
student struggling with severe behav-
ioral problems and mental illness.

This legislation helps proactively
mitigate threats of violence by reau-
thorizing as well as expanding the U.S.
Secret Service’s National Threat As-
sessment Center, which also goes by
the acronym NTAC.

NTAC’s approach is squarely focused
on research. After every instance of
mass violence, their team of social
science experts canvasses the cir-
cumstances and the attacker’s behav-
ior to determine the facts.

NTAC’s 2019 publication called ‘‘Mass
Attacks in Public Squares’ found that
during the previous year, 93 percent of
the attackers engaged in threatening
or concerning communications prior to
carrying out violent actions. Another
2019 NTAC study entitled ‘“‘Protecting
America’s Schools” made an even more
definitive finding related to violence in
our educational system. This study
concluded that all—in other words,
every one—of the school attackers ex-
hibited concerning behaviors prior to
engaging in an act of violence.

A family member, a teacher, a coach,
a fellow employee, or a neighbor’s abil-
ity to observe someone’s behavior,
home life circumstances, work life fac-
tors, and other political stressors, cou-
pled with NTAC’s threat assessment
training, can prevent harmful out-
comes from occurring. But in order for
this to be effective, we need to increase
NTAC’s ability to continue their re-
search and get much needed training to
their communities. The result will be
increased opportunities for early inter-
vention and referrals to mental health
services for those in need and also get
names to the FBI database so that they
can’t buy a gun.

Just recently, the EAGLES Act got a
resounding endorsement from the Na-
tional Association of Attorneys Gen-
eral. Forty attorneys general from all
over the United States believe that
NTAC’s proactive approach is critical
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to violence prevention and its training
programs are urgently needed. These
attorneys general are responsible for
ensuring safe communities and are urg-
ing our quick action to pass this legis-
lation. We cannot afford to ignore or
delay their explicit plea for assistance.

So now, as a bottom line, I ask all of
my Senate colleagues to consider the
commonsense, practical solution pro-
vided in the EAGLES Act. The more
research and threat assessment train-
ing that we can provide, the more vio-
lence we can prevent.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Madam President, on another mat-
ter, I have come to the floor I think
Monday, Tuesday, and today because
this is National Police Week, to honor
our men and women in blue. It started
way back in 1962. Our Nation has annu-
ally celebrated the lives and memory
of the men and women of law enforce-
ment who are Kkilled in the line of duty.

The origin of National Police Week
goes back nearly 50 years to President
John F. Kennedy’s proclamation that
each May 15 be designated as ‘‘National
Peace Officers Memorial Day.” Over
the years, this single day has grown
into a weeklong opportunity to honor
the sacrifices of our law enforcement
professionals throughout America.

Normally, tens of thousands of police
officers, deputy sheriffs, State troop-
ers, and others sworn to uphold the
rule of law would have gathered here in
our Nation’s Capital. They would be
participating in a host of events that
both honor their fallen colleagues and
celebrate their comradery. Unfortu-
nately, the global virus pandemic con-
tinues to take its toll on nearly every
aspect of life, with National Police
Week events being no exception. It is
very disappointing to lose the oppor-
tunity to celebrate, as we have every
year before last year, our communities’
heroes in this public way. Maybe next
year it will be back to normal.

Rather than gathering in-person
along the National Mall, this year’s
events will include a virtual candle-
light vigil. On Thursday, May 13,
Americans will come together online
to pay tribute to our fallen protectors.
The name of each man and woman who
gave their last measure of devotion
during the previous year will be read
aloud. I encourage everyone to join me
in honoring their sacrifice during this
event.

Despite the impact of COVID-19 and
the risk to their individual safety, men
and women of law enforcement con-
tinue to steadfastly uphold their oath
to serve and to protect.

Pandemic or not, the National Law
Enforcement Memorial remains a focal
point of National Police Week. It is
here where cops come to remember
their departed friends and honor those
families of the lost ones.

At the time of its dedication in 1991,
the names of 12,000 local, State, and
Federal law enforcement officers killed
in the line of duty dating back to 1786
were engraved onto that memorial.
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Each year, the curved stone walls are
updated with the names of the recently
fallen. Today, over 22,000 heroes are
permanently venerated within those
solemn 3 acres.

In our own Declaration of Independ-
ence, our Founding Fathers spoke of
certain unalienable rights endowed by
our Creator. Those specifically men-
tioned were life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. None of these rights
are possible without every citizen’s
most basic level of security.

While the United States has layers of
safety built into our system of govern-
ment, none is more critical to our
foundational rights than local law en-
forcement. Maintaining a free, safe,
and civil society is squarely dependent
on someone who is willing to answer
the call without regard to time or cir-
cumstance and who puts themselves in
harm’s way to ensure that the innocent
are protected and the law is upheld.

HONORING SERGEANT JIM SMITH

This call to service was embodied by
Sergeant Jim Smith of the Iowa State
Patrol, who courageously gave his life
on April 9, 2021. Sergeant Smith was
tragically killed during an attempt to
apprehend a violent suspect.

Sergeant Smith, a 27-year-old Iowa
State Patrol veteran and tactical team
leader, put himself in harm’s way on
behalf of his fellow Iowans last month,
and it cost him everything.

As his colleagues remembered Ser-
geant Smith during his memorial serv-
ice, he was described as a completely
genuine man who loved his family and
loved being a civil servant on behalf of
his community.

Sergeant Smith found his life’s pur-
pose as a dedicated law enforcement of-
ficer, and I know I speak for many
Iowans when I say we are forever grate-
ful for his service.

While I mourn the loss of Sergeant
Smith, along with his family, fellow
troopers, friends, and the entire Inde-
pendence, IA, community, I am pleased
that his sacrifice will not be forgotten.
His memory, along with the 306 officers
we tragically lost in 2020, will live for-
ever, as their names will be inscribed
on the stone walls of the National Law
Enforcement Memorial. Iowans for
generations to come will be able to
visit Washington, find Sergeant
Smith’s name, and be reminded of the
high cost of preserving our precious
rights.

Earlier this week, I introduced a res-
olution to commemorate National Po-
lice Week. This resolution honors the
brave men and women who put them-
selves in harm’s way to make their
communities a safer place. As in years
past, the measure has significant bipar-
tisan support and gives tribute to those
who, despite knowing the inherent
risk, chose to serve their fellow citi-
zens. Thank you to my many Senate
colleagues who signed on as cosponsors
to this resolution.

In closing, I want to encourage ev-
eryone to visit the National Law En-
forcement Memorial. As you enter the
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memorial grounds in Northwest DC,
you pass a statue of an adult lion keep-
ing close watch over a pair of cubs. It
is a telling illustration of the role un-
dertaken by our cops vigilantly defend-
ing us 24 hours a day.

Underneath this statue is a quote
from Vivian Eney Cross, the wife of
fallen U.S. Capitol Police Sergeant
Christopher Sherman Eney. The quote
reads:

It is not how these officers died that made
them heroes, it is how they lived.

Despite the uncertainties our Nation
currently faces, I am sure of one thing:
The sacrifices of American law enforce-
ment will never be forgotten.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I
rise today to recognize National Police
Week and honor the law enforcement
officers who selflessly serve and pro-
tect our communities. Law enforce-
ment professionals at all levels, from
local police forces to sheriff’s depart-
ments, to State police and Federal law
enforcement agencies, leave home each
day not knowing what challenges they
will experience, but they are ready to
face danger head-on.

National Police Week is a solemn oc-
casion to honor those who tragically
lost their lives while performing their
duties. Sadly, last year proved to be
particularly dangerous for officers, and
2020 was one of the deadliest years for
law enforcement officers in recent
memory. The COVID-19 pandemic cer-
tainly played a part in that unfortu-
nate reality.

This year, the names of 394 officers
killed in the line of duty have been
etched into the walls of the National
Law Enforcement Memorial. The
deaths of 185 of those individuals were
COVID-19 related, including Sergeant
James Dancy of the North Little Rock
Police Department.

HONORING SERGEANT JAMES L. ‘‘BUCK’’ DANCY

Sergeant Dancy was a 3b5-year-old
veteran of the police force who helped
mentor young officers at the depart-
ment. He contracted COVID-19 while
performing his job.

First responders like him were on the
frontlines of the pandemic and kept
going to work every day despite the
risks to their own health. We are grate-
ful they did. Sergeant Dancy’s heroism
and dedication are reminders that
coronavirus took not only vulnerable
populations but also dedicated public
servants from us.

We also reflect on the other heroes
from Arkansas who lost their lives in
the course of their service to their
communities this past year.
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HONORING OFFICER TRAVIS WALLACE

Officer Travis Wallace of the Helena-
West Helena Police Department gave
his life while attempting to apprehend
a suspect wanted in connection with a
violent crime.

HONORING DETECTIVE KEVIN DWAINE COLLINS

Pine Bluff Detective Kevin Collins
had a lifelong dream to serve as a po-
lice officer. He made the ultimate sac-
rifice in the line of duty while con-
ducting an ongoing investigation.

HONORING OFFICER BRENT WILLIAM PERRY

SCRIMSHIRE

Hot Springs Police Officer Corporal
Brent Scrimshire had earned recogni-
tion as the Arkansas Southwest Region
Officer of the Year in 2016. Sadly, he
lost his life while conducting a traffic
stop.

We honor the service and sacrifice of
these Arkansans and law enforcement
officers all across the country who cou-
rageously gave their lives while up-
holding law and order. Their deaths are
tragic and call us to acknowledge their
tremendous heroism and selflessness.
They also invite us to appreciate the
reality that the stakes of this occupa-
tion are a lot higher than most others;
they are life and death. The perilous
nature of policing and law enforcement
is something we simply can’t under-
estimate or fail to respect.

I am a proud cosponsor of the Senate
resolution marking National Police
Week because we must always remem-
ber the brave officers whose lives are
cut short because of their service and
sacrifice.

TRIBUTE TO OFFICER TYLER FRANKS

We also pray for the recovery of
those injured in the line of duty, like
Prairie Grove Police Officer Tyler
Franks, who was shot while responding
to a domestic disturbance call last
week. Thankfully his condition is im-
proving, but we know he has a long
road to recovery.

By supporting policies to improve
law enforcement training and re-
sources, we can recognize the dedica-
tion and heroism so often displayed by
these public servants and help make
them more effective and safer at the
same time.

Over the past year, we have wit-
nessed increased calls for defunding or
abolishing police forces across the
country. Instead of this misguided ap-
proach, we need to improve invest-
ments and resources for the men and
women in blue. That is why it is impor-
tant that Congress fund programs like
the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant
Program, which has proven vital to
helping States and local law enforce-
ment agencies purchase equipment and
support much needed training for offi-
cers.

We know there are more ways to en-
sure officers have the tools they need
to enhance community safety and pro-
tect themselves so they can go home to
the families they love and the support
systems they rely on. That is why this
week I will join Senators INHOFE,
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BrROWN, and TILLIS to introduce the
Law Enforcement Training for Mental
Health Crisis Response Act. This legis-
lation will help provide police with bet-
ter strategies and procedures to re-
spond to calls involving a mental
health crisis.

We also need to hold all those who
perpetrate attacks against law enforce-
ment accountable, so I urge my col-
leagues to pass the Protect and Serve
Act. I am proud to support this legisla-
tion that will create Federal penalties
for individuals who deliberately target
local, State, or Federal law enforce-
ment officers with violence.

On behalf of all Arkansans, I thank
all of our law enforcement officers for
making sacrifices to keep us safe. I will
continue advocating for improved
tools, resources, and training for offi-
cers so they can prepare for unpredict-
able circumstances.

Our safety and peace of mind come at
a cost, and our police officers need our
support and our gratitude for being the
first ones to pay it. We honor them this
week and every week for what they do
and for what they represent.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BRAUN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 136

Mr. BRAUN. Madam President, I rise
here today, and I have been in the Sen-
ate a little over 2% years, and I never
imagined that I would have to drift
back to my days at Wabash College, as
I migrated from a biology major to a
political science major and, thank
goodness, to an economics major.

In that time, I never in my wildest
dreams thought I would be able to talk
about macroeconomics because back
then there were a couple of points of
view. You had Milton Friedman, who
was a disciple of monetary theory—
that if you get too much out there cir-
culating, your currency devalues and
you get inflation. And then there was
Keynes, who was a big disciple of the
government, either through tax policy
or spending. And, my goodness, how ei-
ther one of them would react to what
we are contending with today, I think
it would give them some pause in
terms of where we are at.

This has nothing to do with the un-
derlying policy goals. I am someone
that comes from a State legislature in
Indiana where we tackle things like in-
frastructure, defined there and then as
roads and bridges. We came together.
We actually paid for it through user
fees, which we haven’t done here since
1993. That is fuel taxes, which gen-
erally would be at least one thing you
would look at when you want to spend
a lot of money on infrastructure.

So here we are today. We had a hear-
ing a couple of weeks ago, and I will



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-07-07T10:26:36-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




